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A new exhibition at The Cleveland Museum of Art is a small, quietly spec- 
tacular exhibition of works by the photographer William Clift. An almost end- 
lessly varied performance on a single theme, the French island-abbey Mont Saint- 
Michel, this is the premier showing of the twenty photographs as a group. They 
are on view through January 19 . 

William Clift, born in Boston in 1944, has concentrated on architectural 
subjects and landscapes, especially of the American Southwest, where he lives. The 
photographs of Mont Saint-Michel were taken during two visits, in 1977 and in 1981-82. 
Mr. Clift’s viewpoint is always unique, whether looking up at the abbey to include 
the whole conical mass of the church and surrounding village, or from a high 
vantage showing only a mysterious shadow of the abbey on the sand at low tide. 

Like the superb photographers of the early 20th century, William Clift 
combines clarity of thought and vision with masterfully produced prints. He 
achieves a remarkable luminosity, subtlety, and variety of tones in his black 
and white photographs by using different printing papers, and sometimes, chemical 
toners. His cameras are view cameras with 4x5 inches, 5x7, or 8 x 10 negative 
formats . 

Mr. Clift has received numerous awards, including National Endowment for 
the Arts and Guggenheim fellowships, and has been widely exhibited, collected, 
and published. The prints in the exhibition are shown by courtesy of the artist. 

Tom E. Hinson, curator of contemporary art, supervised the installation. 
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